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The delegation was led by the Chair, Bernd Kölmel (Germany/ECR), and included Vice-Chair
Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, (Germany/EPP), Jérôme Lavrilleux (France/EPP), Ricardo
Serrão Santos (Portugal/S&D), Kathleen Van Brempt (Belgium/S&D), Davor Škrlec
(Croatia/Greens), Ulrike Müller (Germany/ALDE).

The visit was the restart of relations following the Canadian elections in October 2015. The
Canada-Europe Parliamentary Association was reconstituted with a new President, Scott
Simms (Liberal Party, Chair of Fisheries committee). This was the first delegation visit to
Canada since 2012, therefore the programme was long and varied, also reflecting different
profiles of the participating MEPs.

The Parliament of Canada

The inter-parliamentary meeting took place on May 16 in the Parliament of Canada. The
programme included three panel discussions on CETA, Migration and Current Refugee Crisis
and Environment, Climate Change and Energy.

The panel on CETA included the former Minister of International Trade Ed Fast,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade David Lametti, Member of the
Standing Committee on International Trade of the House of Commons John Oliver and Don
Davies, Member of Canada-Europe Parliamentary Association.

Ed Fast noted that globalisation is here to stay and the challenge is to adapt to that environment.
Emerging economies are starting to flex their muscles and are less willing to accept consensus,
which has led to WTO being weakened. Therefore the focus now is on negotiating bilateral,
regional or plurilateral agreements. CETA has the potential to become the kind of defining
agreement for Canadian economy like NAFTA is. The negotiations were very constructive and
achieved the most ambitious outcome on a trade agreement the world has seen. The two sides
have set the bar, because even TPP does not have that level of ambition.

David Lametti called CETA and the Strategic Partnership Agreement a basis for a progressive
relationship that will take the relations to the next level. CETA will lay foundation to a
progressive trade agenda. The Canadian government is committed to working with the
European partners in order to make sure that the agreements are signed as expeditiously as
possible.

During discussions on migration and refugee crisis, the panel included Arif Virani,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, and two
members of Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration of the House of Commons –
Ali Ehassi and David Tilson. The Canadian speakers noted that while their country is active
with initiatives like the bringing of 25000 Syrian refugees to Canada, the situation in Europe
was very different due to huge numbers of refugees in comparison. Situation in Germany, but
also in France was discussed. MEPs shared their perspectives on the shortcomings of European
cooperation on this issue and the solutions needed, in view of the fact that immigration is
needed due to demographic factors, but also the political sensitivity of the question which is
being exploited by some political parties.

The Canadian approach is to grant the refugees permanent resident status upon arrival, which
is expected to lead to citizenship (typically in around 5 years). If they decide to return to their
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country of origin, which is the case for even some Syrian refugees who find the adjustment in
Canada too difficult, they can keep their Canadian citizenship.

The panel on environment, climate change and energy included MPs Jonathan Wilkinson,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, and William
Amos, Member of Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development. They
acknowledged the leading role of the EU in environmental issues, but noted that Canada is
catching up. The bilateral cooperation can be strengthened through CETA, which has
significant environmental commitments, and SPA (high-level dialogues foreseen, such as the
one on climate change). Significant change is also expected in Canada with Trudeau
government, which has changed track in comparison with the previous one. The new
government is willing to lead both externally and internally, whereas previously the
government was retreating, expecting provinces to step in.

The delegation was formally greeted in the gallery of both the Senate and the House of
Commons. The Members had the opportunity to follow the House of Commons Question
Period in the presence of Prime Minister Trudeau.

Meetings with government representatives

In addition to meetings with parliamentarians, MEPs were intensively briefed by senior civil
servants on the three main thematic blocks of the visit: CETA and SPA agreements; energy,
environment and climate change; and migration and refugees, plus Arctic and Inuit issues.

Officials of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada presented the immigration and
integration policies of Canada. It is a country founded on immigration and many of its citizens
came from Europe. 20 percent of Canadian population were born outside Canada. There is
broad support for immigration, as people understand that it brings economic benefits.

Once the immigrants arrive, a two-way model of integration is applied: the society embraces
immigrants, who also take steps to integrate. Decision on numbers of immigrants is made on
the basis of how many can be processed and the funds available. It is planned to receive
280000-305000 immigrants in 2016.

Noting the issue of lack of visa reciprocity with Romania and Bulgaria, the officials stressed
that Canada is committed to visa-free travel to all EU Member States. Technical visit to
Romania was being planned in the coming weeks to address outstanding issues and a similar
offer was made to Bulgaria.

Presentation of Natural Resources Canada representatives highlighted the diversity of the
energy portfolio of Canada and its provinces. Most decisions on energy policy are taken by
provincial governments, whereas the federal government has a more cross-cutting role.
Canada is in the process of ratifying the Paris agreement. It worked with the EU very closely
during the negotiations. Four working groups have been created to deal with priority areas:
clean technology, innovation, and jobs; carbon pricing mechanisms adapted to each province's
and territory's specific circumstances and in particular the realities of Canada's Indigenous
peoples and Arctic and sub-Arctic regions; specific mitigation opportunities; and, adaptation
and climate resilience. High-level dialogues on Energy and on Climate change are being
relaunched and reactivated after differences with the previous government on issues such as
climate change or the Fuel Quality Directive.
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Speakers from Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada stressed the central role that the
Arctic Indigenous people play in Canadian identity and Northern development. Canada is also
engaged in the Arctic Council and its Sustainable Development Working Group, which focuses
on the human dimension, socio-economic issues, climate change and other key challenges.
Arctic Indigenous Peoples are engaged in its activities with priority areas being the preservation
of traditional and local knowledge, mental wellness and suicide prevention and renewable
energy, among others. During the visit Canada also announced that it would adopt the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), ending its objector status and
supporting the declaration without qualification.

Global Affairs Canada also hosted a discussion with Canadian chief negotiator on CETA Steve
Verheul and Canadian business representatives from the Canada Europe Roundtable for
Business (CERT). The chief Canadian negotiator Steve Verheul expressed concern at the fact
that CETA is unfairly being viewed through the TTIP prism. The agreements are very different
and CETA cannot be considered a blueprint for TTIP. On question regarding the necessity to
have an investment dispute settlement mechanism, he remarked that the issue is not the lack of
trust in the national courts in Canada and the EU, but the lack of jurisdiction for the courts to
decide on provisions of an international treaty. Another common concern – the alleged
lowering of standards also causes Canadians some frustration as nobody asked to change
standards. According to Mr Verheul, CETA also cannot serve as a backdoor for US companies
to access EU market, as they would need to comply with Canadian standards in any case.

Business representatives were also positive about the agreement. They did express concern that
the window for adopting CETA is getting narrower due to upcoming elections and that
generally it is getting difficult to get initiatives through in Europe. They also cautioned against
linking TTIP and CETA, as for Canada CETA helps against over-reliance on the US market
and TTIP might not even become reality due to differences between the negotiating sides.

The National Assembly of Quebec

The delegation visited the National Assembly of Quebec in Quebec City. This province is very
active in relations with EP – each year there are visits by Members of the Assembly or Ministers
(most recently in March 2016). The delegation was welcomed in the chamber, had bilateral
meetings with the Speaker Jacques Chagnon and the Minister of Forests Laurent Lessard. The
discussion topics included CETA, migration crisis and multilateral relations of the National
Assembly. Speaker Chagnon also noted that the National Assembly will hold a two-hour debate
and will vote on the approval of CETA. However, this approval is not binding for the federal
government, which has the power to ratify the agreement and so far Quebec has never rejected
a trade agreement. The three main parties of in the National Assembly are in favour of CETA.
The agreement was discussed during a working lunch with members of the Delegation for
relations with the European institutions (DANRIE), led by Jean Habel, the Vice-Chair of the
delegation.
A red maple tree was planted next to the National Assembly to mark the 40th anniversary of
EU presence in Canada.

Practical visits

In view of the refugee crisis in Europe, the delegation visited two non-governmental
organisations providing important services at local level. Refugee 613
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(http://www.refugee613.ca/) in Ottawa is a coalition of various local agencies, groups and
activists aiming to coordinate Ottawa’s response to the global refugee crisis, provide
information to the public interested in helping the refugees. The representatives of various
organisations explained the practical functioning of the private sponsorship model, which
helped to bring 10000 Syrians to Canada last year, in addition to the more than 25000 brought
by the government by the middle of 2016. This model enables a group of Canadians to assume
responsibility for a refugee family, covering the financial costs set by the government for one
year and helping it to integrate into the society. Whereas previously the private sponsorship
was primarily a family-reunification tool, now people of different backgrounds offer to sponsor
Syrian families in response to the humanitarian tragedy in the country.

The visit to the Centre for Prevention of Radicalisation Leading to Violence (https://info-
radical.org/en/) provided an insight into the actions being taken at provincial level. The centre
was established in March 2015 at the initiative of the Mayor of Montreal and is funded at
provincial level. It has 15 employees and focuses on the prevention of radicalisation, rather
than reaction once it occurs. It provides consultation to wider public regarding worrying cases
of apparent radicalisation and tailor-made solutions for each valid case. The Members
discussed the methodology of assessment of radicalisation and the difference of the
radicalisation trends in Canada and Europe.

The visit to CanmetENERGY research center in Varennes was an opportunity to learn about
the research being undertaken in the area of energy saving and smart grids. The delegation also
toured the Port of Montreal, which is one of the main ports for exports to Europe.

ANNEXES:

- FINAL PROGRAMME AND LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

- REPORTING SHEET ON CETA


